Low Furness CE Primary School
‘Learning Together Through Faith’
Policy for Drugs Education

We at Low Furness CE Primary School are committed to providing quality and effective drugs education. There is concern amongst many about the misuse of drugs in society. Research has proven that the average age of drug use is falling and that primary school children are becoming increasingly aware of illegal drugs and the misuse of these and other drugs. We therefore believe that drug education is essential to ensure understanding and enable children to make sensible, informed choices throughout their lives.

Primarily drug education is linked with health education but it also permeates other areas such as child protection, RHSE and Science. It is because it is common to other areas that it has been decided to address drug education in a policy of its own.
Entitlement
Due to the changes in society the need has now been created for our school to have a greater sense of drug awareness. The aims of this policy are to address the need for a greater awareness of drugs and to provide children with sufficient knowledge and understanding to make healthy decisions within given situations.
Definition of term ‘drugs’:
A drug is any substance which, when introduced into the body, creates changes in perception and/or mood and/or how the body functions. The drugs included in this policy are:
• Alcohol
• Illegal drugs e.g. cannabis, ecstasy and heroin
• Over the counter medicines such as paracetamol
• Prescription medicines
• Tobacco
• Volatile substances such as butane, petrol, aerosols
Vape
• Legal highs

The Curriculum:
Drug education is a cross-curricular area that is taught in a number of subject units.
Foundation Stage – The objectives of the foundation stage are to talk about ways to keep healthy and safe.
Key Stage One:
Pupils should:
• Know that all medicines are drugs but not all drugs are medicines
• Know about the role of drugs as medicines
• Know that all substances can be harmful if not used properly
• Know that there are different types of medicine and that some people need them to live a normal life
• Know and understand simple safety rules about medicines, tablets, solvents and household substances
Key Stage Two:
Pupils are taught:
• That all medicines are drugs but not all drugs are medicines
• Which commonly available substances and drugs are legal and illegal, their effects and risks
• About the effects on the human body of tobacco, alcohol and other drugs and how they relate to personal health
• To recognise the risks in different situations and then decide how to behave responsibly
• That pressure to behave in an unacceptable or risky way can come from a variety of sources, including people they know.
• The important and beneficial part which drugs have played in society
• To know how to ask for help and basic techniques for resisting pressure to do wrong
The annual ‘Life Education Bus’ also covers Drugs as a learning objective.
Assessment:
The elements of drug education that form part of the Science curriculum are assessed in accordance with the requirements of the National Curriculum. The learning from the other elements of drug education is assessed as part of overall RHSE provision. Assessment identifies knowledge, understanding, skills and attitude gained and developed.

Liaison with outside agencies:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wherever Drug Education is located in the curriculum it is explicitly planned as part of a cohesive and progressive programme. It is important that drug education is delivered within a safe, secure and supportive learning environment. When use of outside agencies is made, such the  school nurse, the teacher works co-operatively with the other agencies to ensure that teaching takes place as detailed within this policy.
Information to Parents:
The school operates an open door policy for parents and actively seeks to work with them and support them. Details of the drugs policy and any relevant procedures are available upon request.
Reviewing the policy 
The policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s evaluation cycle. The policy is due for review Spring 2026.

KEY DOCUMENTS:
Drug guidance for Schools – DFES / 0112 / 2004
Tobacco, Alcohol, Solvent and Drug Abuse – NAHT
PSHCE and Drug Education, Support for Schools – Life Education
A Parents’ Guide to Drugs and Alcohol – Health Education Authority
Substance Misuse Directory – Lancashire Drug Action Team
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